
Thanks Mum!
Mums in 541 Duffy schools were rewarded for their hard work in the week 
leading up to Mother’s Day. One Mum in each school received a special book 
as part of the Scholastic Caught Being a Good Mum Award.
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The printing of this newsletter is kindly sponsored by Soar Printing 
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11Now you can connect with Duffy more than ever! Join us 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Blogspot to find out the 
most up-to-date goings on in the programme.

www.facebook.com/duffybooks www.twitter.com/duffybooks

www.youtube.com/duffybooks www.duffysbookblog.blogspot.com

LEFT: Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Wananga Whare Tapere o Takitimu celebrated the award with a Mums 
Burrito Breakfast and spoiled with hand-made cards from their children. Sponsor needed
RIGHT: Tracey Tester is a frequent helper on Cannons Creek school trips and she is always there supporting 
her children in school sports and during parent interviews. She’s pictured here with her children Reuben 
Ngatai, Nikora Ngatai and Danny-Lee Ngatai. School Sponsor: Mainfreight Wellington

LEFT: Sonya Beckley with her daughter, Danielle. Sonya 
helps out in Danielle’s class every Wednesday and was 
a deserving winner at Bromley School. School Sponsor:  
The Lion Foundation
RIGHT: Mrs Pomare and her son Devantaey Pomare 
holding the wonderful book and certificate she received at 
Favona Primary School. School Sponsor: The Boyd Clarke 
Foundation

When my mum says
“Eat it all up you’ll love it”
She really means
“You have to eat it unless get to your room”

When my mum says
“You look lovely” (Then the look)
She really means
“Get changed right away you’re not going 
out like that”

When my mum says
“I’ll be there in a minute”
She really means
“I’ll be there in at least half an hour”

When my mum says
“I love you”
She really means it

And when I say
“Happy mothers day, I love you to bits!”
I really, really mean it because if I searched 
all round the world I would never find a 
mother like you.

Isaiah Ormsby (pictured here with his mum 
Ngawai and younger brother Jarom) won the 
award for his mum after writing this lovely 
poem. Arataki School. Sponsor needed

The award recognised mothers who have 
shown extra commitment in helping their 
children, school and community.

Kids in Duffy schools around the country told 
their school just why their mum should win an 
award which celebrates their vital contribution 
to school life.

Schools voted, held writing competitions or 
even made lucky draws if the decision was 
too tough. One mum in each school received 
a beautiful book and certificate at a special 
assembly during the week of May 2nd.

Duffy Books in Homes General Manager, 
Linda Vagana, says “Encouraging family 
literacy is one of our key goals so we’re 
thrilled that Scholastic is able to help 
us achieve this by sponsoring such a 
wonderful award.”

This year’s award, sponsored by 
Scholastic NZ, was It must be  
New Zealand by Fay Looney and was 
accompanied by a special certificate. 
According to Kevin Roberts the book of 
New Zealand images “…captures the 
colours of our multi-cultural nation in a 
way that is truly moving.”

WITH DUFFY
GET SOCIAL



From the Office
Kia Ora, Talofa lava, Malo e lelei, Kia 
orana, Nisa Bula Vinaka, Fakalofa lahi 
atu, Taloha Ni, Namaste, Annyong, 
Warm greetings, to all Duffy Books in 
Homes schools, sponsors,  
Role Models, supporters and families.

It is hard to believe we are hosting one 
of the greatest rugby spectacles of our 
time and hundreds of thousands of 
international visitors will see what our 
country, city and communities have 
to offer. I have spoken to a number of 
Duffy sponsors, Role Models, schools 
and teachers around the country and 
everyone seems to be caught up in the 
Rugby World Cup fever.

This certainly has not slowed down the 
team in the office - preparations for our 
last round of Role Model assemblies for 
2011 are well under way. Thanks to all 
our amazing Role Models who will once 
again be out in force to inspire and share 
their stories with Duffy kids. Also, thank 
you again to our wonderful family of 
sponsors for your continued support.  
I do hope you will have the opportunity 
to attend an assembly and celebrate with 
our schools and Role Models.

Congratulations to our five winners of 
the ‘Scholastic Duffy Day Out’ held on 
August 24. It was wonderful to meet this 
year’s winners in person. I encourage all 
our schools to continue to engage with 
your fabulous sponsors and who knows 
– you might just be one of the lucky ones 
to attend next year’s Scholastic Duffy  
Day Out treat.

Upcoming events include the Caught 
Being a Good Grandparent Award,  
$5 Parent Offer and the Mainfreight 
Award. I look forward to hearing about 
these events and Role Model assemblies 
in schools and we hope to feature as 
many of them as possible in our next 
newsletter in Term Four.

Take care and happy reading

Linda Vagana
GENERAL MANAGER
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Hi parents!
Did you know that summer 
is one of the most important 
times of the school year?

There has been a lot of research conducted 
showing that the summer holidays often 
have a negative effect on children’s reading 
abilities.

This can be because they are out of school, 
out enjoying the great weather, watching lots 
of TV – in fact they are often doing anything 
but reading!

You can help them these holidays by taking 
part in Scholastic’s $5 Parent Offer.

At the end of October every Duffy school will 
receive brochures to send home to parents. The brochures have a 
great selection of books – all of which cost just $5 each! Not only 
are these great value Christmas presents but they can also give kids 
an extra activity to keep their reading skills sharp during the long 
summer break.

The following findings are taken from a 2009 study of reading 
achievement in Duffy and non-Duffy schools.

Both girls and boys in non-Duffy  
Books schools dropped over summer.  
In particular, reading achievement of girls 
dropped markedly. 

But children in Duffy Books schools did not 
drop – they maintained their achievement 
over the summer. This is potentially a very 
significant finding. Moreover, it was both 
boys and girls who maintained their reading 
achievement.

F
A

M
IL

Y
 C

O
R

N
E

R

Read Every Day Lead a Better Life
Scholastic is proud to bring you this special $5 Parent Offer - exclusive to Duffy Schools!

$5Parent Offer

2010

608.  The Little  
Yellow Digger 
Saves the Whale
Betty and Alan 
Gilderdale
A baby whale gets 
stranded on a beach, but the Little Yellow Digger can help.
$19.50    $5.00 

609.  Grandma 
McGarvey  
Joins the Scrum
Jenny Hessell
Grandma McGarvey finds herself at the local rugby ground!
$18.99    $5.00 

610.  The 12 Days 
of Holidays
Yvonne Morrison
A fun new version 
of the old favourite 
“The 12 Days of 
Christmas”.
$19.50   $5.00 

607.  Santa’s Kiwi  
Holiday
Maria Farrer
Santa’s sick of snow and ice so he’s off 
around New Zealand in the summertime! 
$19.50    $5.00 

601. See Food!
Guundie Kuchling
Follow the food chain from the tiniest plankton to the very end!
$29.99   $5.00

602. Mr Muggs the Library Cat
Dave Gunson
Mr Muggs lives in the local library, and he has a secret!

$19.50    $5.00

603.  See in 3D  
Polar Animals - 
with 3D Glasses
Seymour Simon
Experience close 
encounters on the ice - in incredible 3D!
$11.99  $5.00

604.  Down in the 
Forest
Yvonne Morrison
A New Zealand version of the much loved 
“Over in the Meadow” traditional tale.
$19.50   $5.00 

605.  After Dark:  
Creatures of the  
New Zealand 
Forest
Julia Crouth  
Rhyming clues help you discover some of NZ’s nocturnal creatures.
$19.50   $5.00

   

616.  Meowth,  
the Big Mouth
Adapted by Bill MichaelsPokemon Junior Chapter  Book # 2.   
Meowth is different from the other  Pokemon. It can speak  like a human!
$12.50   $5.00  

617. The Adventures of   Super Diaper BabyGeorge Beard &  
Harold Hutchins 
Meet Super Diaper Baby -  he’s the new superhero who is faster than a speeding stroller!
$12.50  $5.00 

618.  The Mad Tadpole  Adventure
Melanie Drewery
Maddie watches as her tadpole turns into a frog -  but then something incredible happens!

$13.50   $5.00 
619.  Geronimo’s  
Valentine
Geronimo Stilton # 36Geronimo loves Valentine’s  Day, and this year he has a date! 
$14.50    $5.00 

620.  Singing SensationGeronimo Stilton # 39Geronimo is entered in the  New Mouse City Song  Festival and he is nervous!!
$14.50    $5.00 

612.  The Little 
Yellow Digger at 
the Zoo
Betty and Alan 
Gilderdale
There are too many hippos in the pool 
at the zoo. The Little Yellow Digger can 
help!

$19.50   $5.00  

613.  Trev and the 
Kauri Tree
Chris Gurney
“Jack and the 
Beanstalk” gets a Kiwi makeover!

$18.50    $5.00 

614. Captain Underpants and the  Big Bad Battle of the Bionic Booger Boy  Part 2: The Revenge of the Ridiculous  Robo-Boogers
Dav Pilkey
Captain Underpants # 6 Part 2Our heroes go on an adventure to the deepest darkest regions of outer space.
$12.50   $5.00 

615. Captain Underpants  and the Presposterous   Plight of the Purple  Potty People
Dav Pilkey
Captain Underpants # 8.  The time-travelling Purple Potty has landed George and Harold in a crazy place!

$12.50    $5.00 

4-6
YEARS

RECOMMENDED 

7-9
YEARS

RECOMMENDED 

EVERYTHING IS $5! Many of these books have huge savings for you!

621.  Kiwi Mums
Yvonne Morrison
Here’s a light hearted look at Kiwi Mums!
$19.50   $5.00 

622. Fairy Party
Kelly McKain
Fairy House series. It’s Katie’s birthday and the four fairies in her doll’s house are planning a  very special party!

$12.50   $5.00 

623.  Flags of the  
World Sticker BookOver 350 flag stickers   arranged continent by   continent, plus a foldout   map of the world.

$13.50    $5.00 

626.  The Mouse  
that Squeaked
Murray Ball
Barry Mouse has a big problem - Razour the Rat! Can he outwit him?
$23.00   $5.00 

625.  Go Girls! Angels: Lucky Stars
Chrissie Perry
Lucy has thought up some great dance moves for the Angels’ performance.
$12.00   $5.00 

Non-  
Fiction

Kiwi  
Corker

Kiwi  
Corker

611.  The Tuatara  
and the Skink
Yvonne Morrison
A funny New Zealand retelling of “The 
Tortoise and the Hare” 
$18.50   $5.00 

606.  A Right 
Royal Christmas
Lucy Davey 
Princess Claire 
doesn’t want to share her Christmas feast, until she learns what Christmas is really 

about!

$19.50   $5.00  

624.  Go Girl! Angels:  Going Overboard
Meredith Badger
Sophie is leading the next   Challenge Show and she  is worried.

$12.00   $5.00 

Hardcover

Hardcover

Hardcover

Hardcover

Geronimo 
Stilton Geronimo 

Stilton

Celebrating 15 years of Duffy Books in Homes

1995 – 2010

The $5 Parent 
Offer gives you the 
chance to purchase 
books for your children 
at a great price and 
can help make a real 
difference when they 
return to school.



Parekura Horomia is surrounded by Duffy books at Bridge 
Pa School. School Sponsor: P.J. Keenan

Author Jenny Hessell visited Horotiu School and is shown holding a 
story written by student Wirihana Eriepa. She really liked his story 
so wanted to hold it in the photo with the senior group of students.
School Sponsor: RX Plastics Ltd.

BOOK OFFER TWO 2011

Published author and local councillor Anne 

Hunt spoke to Foxton Beach School and also 

presented the New Zealand Post awards to 

Jack Bodell Dolman, Georgia Penman  

and Hayden Oneil. Sponsor needed
Kris Faafoi enjoyed a brilliant sunny day with Glenview School. School Sponsor:  Daily Freight Wellington

Annette Main, Mayor of Wanganui spoke to the students of Okoia School about 

the importance of reading in her life prior to presenting the kids’ books.

School Sponsor: The Jack Jeffs Charitable Trust

Te Puni Kokiri keeps making a difference

MPs were out in force in the last week 
of Term Two, but not to pass legislation 
or campaign for the upcoming 
elections. They helped present over 
90,000 books to children in Duffy 
schools throughout the country.

Since 1999 Government Book Week has been 
a highlight of the school year. The Ministry of 
Education donates a book to every Duffy kid 
which they choose from a catalogue.

Minister of Education, Hon Anne Tolley, was 
just one of the MPs supporting the initiative.

“Many schools will have a visit from a Member 
of Parliament to hand out books that the 
Government has sponsored. I know that, 

The Ministry of Education isn’t 
the only Government department 
supporting kids in Duffy schools.

Next year will mark 10 years of Te Puni 
Kokiri (The Ministry of Maori Development) 
sponsoring schools in the Duffy Books in 
Homes programme.

After starting out supporting four schools, 
they’re now major sponsors, supporting  
22 schools throughout New Zealand.

DUFFY SCHOOLS SPONSORED BY TE PUNI KOKIRI

Cobden School
Hastings Central School
Hauturu School
Horohoro School
Lake Rotoma School
Meeanee School
Motatau Bilingual School
Ngata Memorial College
Pakotai School
Paparoa Range School
Rawene School
Rotorua Primary School

like me, the politicians enjoy their time in 
schools and the opportunity to encourage 
a love of reading and promoting the 
inspirational message It’s Cool to Read 
and Cool to Achieve,” she said.

In the last year alone the Government has 
donated more than 1.3 million dollars to 
ensure that children who would otherwise 
not have easy access to reading material 
not only have books available, but also 
experience the joy of book ownership.

Selwyn Primary School
Tamatea Primary School
Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Mangatuna
Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Ngati 
Kahungunu Ki Heretaunga
Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Whakawatea
Te Kura o Hiruharama
Te Kura o Te Koutu
Te Waha O Rerekohu Area School
Tikipunga Primary School
Tikitiki School

We would also like to take this opportunity 
to farewell Bert Mackie from Te Puni Kokiri. 
Bert was instrumental in getting the Ministry 
involved with Duffy Books and will be greatly 
missed during his retirement.

90,509 Duffy kids around the country each received a free book donated by the Government during the last week of Term Two

St Peter Chanel held their assembly at the Otaki Library to reinforce the reading message.School Sponsor: Rotary Club of Otaki

MPs swap bills for books



Parekura Horomia is surrounded by Duffy books at Bridge 
Pa School. School Sponsor: P.J. Keenan

Author Jenny Hessell visited Horotiu School and is shown holding a 
story written by student Wirihana Eriepa. She really liked his story 
so wanted to hold it in the photo with the senior group of students.
School Sponsor: RX Plastics Ltd.

1   Hot Wheels:  
Cave Race!

   By Ace Landers  
and Dave White

2 Thea Stilton and  
the Mystery in Paris

   By Geronimo Stilton

3  Star Scene Confidential: 
Heart-2-Heart

   By Michael-Anne Johns

4 Scooby-Doo! Search  
for Scooby Snacks

   By Robin Wasserman

5 The Adventures of  
Captain Underpants

   By Dav Pilkey

6  Goosebumps Horrorland: 
Welcome to Horrorland –  
A Survival Guide

   By Matthew D. Payne

7 The Phantom of  
the Subway

   By Geronimo Stilton

8  Battle of the Worlds: 
Terradon

   By Mac Park

9  Bakugan Battle Brawlers:  
A Double Battle

   By Tracey West

10  Quaky Cat
   By Diana Noonan and  

Gavin Bishop

‘What the kids chose’

Kris Faafoi enjoyed a brilliant sunny day with Glenview School. School Sponsor:  Daily Freight Wellington

Top 10 Books  
from Book Offer Two, 2011

90,509 Duffy kids around the country each received a free book donated by the Government during the last week of Term Two

The kids at Okaihau Primary 
School were excited to receive 
their books from MP Kelvin Davis. 
School Sponsor: Mt Pokaka  
Timber Products Ltd.

Tony Christiansen is a Tauranga City Councillor 
and the kids at Greerton Village School were 
truly inspired by his achievements since he lost 
his legs at the age of nine. School Sponsor: 
Zonta International Tauranga Club

Leau Peter Skelton, Caroll Eliott from the Mangere Otahuhu 

Local Board and Florence Crawley from the office of  

Su’a William Sio present a book to O.J. Tavai at Favona 

Primary School. School Sponsor: The Boyd Clarke Foundation

Chris Finlayson found himself amongst a big crowd when he paid a visit to Miramar South School.  School Sponsors: Rotary Club of Port Nicholson  & ANZ Business Bank & EFTPOS

Jackie Blue was really made to feel like the guest of honour at Wesley Primary School. 

Sponsor needed
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Next year we are very pleased to be bringing renowned neurosurgeon  
Dr. Ben Carson to New Zealand to help inspire children and families 
involved in the Duffy Books in Homes programme.

This opportunity has arisen thanks to Mainfreight’s involvement with Duffy Books 
in Homes USA which already has an association with the Carson Scholars Fund.

Dr. Carson grew up in extreme poverty but as a result of his mother’s focus on 
reading he went on to become the Director of Paediatric Neurosurgery at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in the USA.

He is also well-known for being the first doctor to successfully separate conjoined 
twins joined at the head.

In 2009 a movie, called Gifted Hands – The Ben Carson Story, starring  
Cuba Gooding Junior, was made of his life.

Dr. Carson will be appearing at an event just for  
Duffy kids at Auckland’s TelstraClear Pacific Events  
Centre on March 6 and we hope to give Duffy kids  
from outside of Auckland the chance to see him too.

The Giving Tree connects businesses with charities through custom-made 
Christmas cards. 

For every card sold, $0.50 will be donated to the charity of your choice. Simply nominate Duffy Books in 
Homes as your preferred charity and choose from a variety of great cards!

Each card costs $2.00 - we believe that 25% is an excellent return to charities in a sector where this can 
often be far lower.

Please visit The Giving Tree website for more information at www.thegivingtree.co.nz

Ben Carson will also be the guest of honour at a fundraising 
dinner for Duffy Books in Homes and the Starship Foundation 
on March 6 in Auckland. 
The story of his early years and the importance of reading, combined with his later success  
in neurosurgery make for a natural partnership between Duffy and Starship.Duffy’s Diary

New Sponsors
Welcome to our newest 
sponsors – it’s great to have 
you on board!

Eastern & Central Community 
Trust sponsoring Awapuni School, 
Poukawa School and Richmond School 
(Napier)

Impressions International Ltd. 
sponsoring Te Papapa School

Lions Club of Bucklands Beach 
sponsoring Mt Richmond Special School 
and St Joseph’s School (Otahuhu)

Mainfreight Limited – Auckland 
sponsoring Viscount School

OCG Consulting sponsoring Waimana 
School

The Boyd Clark Foundation 
sponsoring Favona Primary School

What’s coming up in 2011  
for Duffy Schools

19th September – 7th October   
Role Model assemblies

7th October .........Term Three Ends

25th October .......Term Four Starts

31st October .......$5 Parent Offer forms 
arrive

7th November – 11th November 
Caught Being a Good 
Grandparent Award

11th November ...Last day for $5 Parent 
Offer orders to be  
returned to Scholastic
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Renowned neurosurgeon to 
inspire Duffy kids

Give the gift of reading this Christmas

Funds raised from the event will go towards the following 
projects:

•	 The	major	rebuild	of	Starship’s Level 6 Neurological 
and Medical Specialty Wards which will help improve 
emotional, social and survival outcomes for critically-ill 
and long-term patients on these wards.

•	 Duffy Books in Homes currently has approximately  
150 schools in need of individual sponsorship - 
funds raised will allow these schools to remain in the 
programme until sponsorship is found. Each child in a low 
decile Duffy school receives a minimum of five brand new 
books of their own to keep each year.

The event will give supporters the chance to hear from this 
inspirational man and make a real difference, both literally 
and figuratively, to the brains of young New Zealanders.

More information on Ben Carson’s visit can be found at  
http://duffy-books-ben-carson.blogspot.com

For any specific questions on the visit or events please email  
drbenvisit@booksinhomes.org.nz



 

A few words to say a huge thanks for the  
Duffy Theatre. It was brilliant and had the whole school 
totally engrossed. The actors were vibrant, convincing 
and full of enthusiasm. Several teachers and students 
are convinced that it was the best show ever. So we 
wish to thank you all for the wonderful opportunity of 
being a part of the Duffy Books in Homes Programme.
Kind regards
Trish, staff and students
Sacred Heart School (Christchurch)
School Sponsor: Mainfreight Limited - Christchurch

To the Duffy Foundation
Te Kura o Tahaaroa and would like to thank you for 
giving us your fantastic books.

I love reading your books, in fact that’s what I do every 
afternoon and evening. That’s why I have a special place 
for my favourite book ‘Thea Stilton and the Ghost of the 
Shipwreck’ which I keep under my bed or pillow.  
I even sleep with it sometimes, that’s how much I love 
my book. Oh, speaking of ‘Thea Stilton and the Ghost of 
the Shipwreck’, it’s all about the Thea Sisters looking for 
the missing treasure. I like Thea Stilton  
books because they’re exciting and full of mysteries  
and adventures.

That’s why I love reading your books.
He Mihi Maioha, He Mihi Takoha.
Naku noa Te Kohau
Te Kura o Tahaaroa
School Sponsor: The Lion Foundation

To Duffy Heroes

Thank you for giving me a book at the show.

The show was excellent, I liked the songs. The song 
I liked the best was the BRR song. Borrow, read and 
return is a good way to remember to return your library 
books. I like reading.

Thank you for coming to Hatea-a-Rangi school
Love from 
Grace
School Sponsor: Mark and Amy Ryburn
School Sponsor: The Lion Foundation

Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms):

Postal address for receipt:

I would like to contribute : 

$      Cheque           Credit Card

Credit Card type: 

Visa       AMEX           Diners           Mastercard 

Credit Card Number: 

Expiry date:   

Cardholder’s name:       

Cardholder’s signature: 

Donations can be sent to:  
Duffy Books in Homes, PO Box 28-849,  
Remuera, Auckland 1541. Phone 09-259 5690

It costs approximately $50 per annum to provide each child in a Duffy school with all the 
services the Duffy Books in Homes programme offers. ANY contribution is gratefully accepted.

Please send me information on how I can make a 
regular donation by automatic payment.

Dear Duffy

Thank you for coming to our school and 
presenting all the Duffy shows, like Duffy 
and the mobile library, I thought that was 
awesome, thank you very much. 

Thank you for sponsoring us with our Duffy 
books too. I think that is very kind of you to 
sponsor us.

I really like getting Duffy books because then 
I read the books and I go into the story, 
plus they are so good because we don’t 
have access to the school library but we still 
have books to read. I like to read my books 
and reading other things like the paper and 
magazines. 

The Duffy shows that you have around the 
country are awesome – not like other shows 
because sometimes the senior school just 
thinks that’s not funny, but with Duffy, he’s a 
kid and it’s always funny because they are 
relating to us.

The part like best with the Duffy show, Duffy 
and the Mobile Library was that they were 
all over the place and they make it funny as 
well as exciting. The piece I like best with the 
Duffy books is that we get to have the books 
plus it’s no one else’s book.

Yours sincerely
Isla
Nuhaka School
Sponsor needed

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 
SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

THANK YOU
TO ALL OUR MAJOR SPONSORS

Remember, you can now donate online at  
www.booksinhomes.org.nz or www.helpduffy.co.nz 

Letters

The Duffy Books in Homes newsletter is published by The Alan Duff Charitable Foundation, PO Box 28-849, Remuera, Auckland 1541, New Zealand.
All material in ‘Read About It!’ can be reprinted provided the source is acknowledged.

The Sue Freitag  
and Barry Dent 
Charitable Trust


